RUPTURE WITH THE CONSERVATIVES

party strife than even in war against foreign foes. The
irritability which leads to the transgression of the ordi-
nary forms and limits is unconsciously accentuated by the

circumstance that in politics and religion no one can give
his opponent a conclusive proof for his own conviction,
and that no court exists which by its decisions can set
at rest differences of opinion.

In politics, as in the domain of religious belief, no
other argument can be brought by a Conservative against
a Liberal, a Royalist against a Republican! a believer
against an infidel, than the tune which is hackneyed by
a thousand variations of eloquence. My political convic-
tions arc right and yours are wrong; my belief is pleasing
to God, your unbelief leads to damnation. This explains
why ecclesiastical differences of opinion bring about relig-
ious wars; and why political party conflicts, even if not
settled by civil war, still help to overthrow the barriers
which in the intercourse of life outside of politics arc main-
tained by the honour and decency of well-bred persons*
Would any cultivated and well-bred German attempt in
ordinary intercourse to use the smallest part of the imper-
tinences and insults which he does not hesitate to throw in
the face of his opponent, though as good a citizen as him-
self, using, when he speaks from the platform before a hun-
dred witnesses, an aggressive tone, quite inadmissible in
ordinary respectable society ? Would any one outside the
domain of politics consider it consistent with the position
which he claims to hold as a gentleman of good family, to
make a business in the society with which he associates of
hawking about lies and slanders against other members of
his own society and his own class? Who would not be

ashamed to accuse blameless persons of dishonest actions
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